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Center for Environment and Society Faculty Fellowship
Seeking applications for 2025-26
Apply by August 30, 2024

The Center for Environment and Society (CES) is offering a one-year research fellowship to
Washington College faculty members. Proposed fellowship projects should be aligned with CES’s
mission to foster greater understanding of the interdependencies between people and the
environment through research, education, and civic engagement. The project should share in
CES’s vision for a world where citizens and leaders are prepared to steward resilient
communities. The Fellow will participate in the life of CES by attending events, using office space
at Semans Griswold Environmental Hall, and presenting their work. There will also be the
opportunity to engage in any of the following activities: mentoring undergraduate research
assistants, engaging in community driven work (local, regional, or global), and collaborating with
CES staff on new or existing projects.

The length of the fellowship can include the summer, fall, or spring semester, or a combination
thereof for the maximum of one calendar year for tenured faculty. Funding can be used to
match sabbatical support to allow for a faculty member to take a second paid semester of leave.
It can also be used for leave during a stand-alone semester outside of sabbatical. Finally, it could
be used to support a summer project. Pre-tenure faculty can become a fellow for their junior
leave, or for summer. The fellowship is meant to provide the fellow with uninterrupted time to
focus on research and interaction with CES. Leave replacement that may be necessary for the
department of the fellow would be decided on based on discussion of department needs with
the Chair, Provost, and CES Director.

Eligibility:
Pre-tenure and tenured faculty at any rank are eligible to apply. Applicants should have the
support of their department for submission of the application and include a letter of support

from their Chair. Any proposal that is linked to a sabbatical request is subject to eligibility
criteria and approval for sabbatical in accordance with the faculty handbook guidelines.

CES embraces any disciplinary approach, and we particularly encourage interdisciplinary work as
well as work that considers issues of environmental justice, social equity, or access in relation to
the research topic and/or way this area of research is conducted, either as a primary or auxiliary
goal of the project.
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Application Details:

Please submit a curriculum vitae, research proposal, letter of support from your department
chair, and letter of interest in the fellowship describing your motivation to apply, how it would
impact your career trajectory at Washington College. Special interest will be given to those who
plan for how the fellowship will enrich future teaching, continued research interaction with
students, and further collaboration with CES.

The research proposal should be 3-5 pages in length and include a project description with a
brief bibliography, project goals, anticipated project outcomes and their broader impacts, a
timeline, and a proposed budget of up to $5,000. Budget items can include research
internships, materials, or travel expenses associated with the project. We define research in the
broadest sense to include not only standard research projects in any discipline, but also creative
activities in environmental or science communication, the humanities, performing and visual
arts. We also encourage applied or community engaged research within any discipline.

Appropriate research outcomes include a knowledge product and a form of oral dissemination
of results. Knowledge products are broadly construed as any one of the following: submissions
to peer-reviewed journals, significant popular media contributions, book chapters or a full book
manuscript, an edited volume, performance, or exhibition, or others as appropriate. Oral
dissemination would include at minimum a public presentation hosted by CES, and could also
include a community focused event, workshop, professional conference presentation, short
summer course or orientation event, plans for a new Washington College course, or others as
appropriate.

All fellows will be expected to participate in and contribute to the life of CES during their
fellowship tenure and to serve on future fellowship application review committees. Fellows will
be provided space at Semans Griswold Environmental Hall or the GIS Program office as
appropriate to their proposed projects.

Review of application:

Applications will be reviewed by the two CES staff and two faculty who will be selected after
applications are submitted to avoid conflicts of interest.

For more information, please contact CES Director Valerie Imbruce at
vimbruce2@washcoll.edu.



